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Empowering change

Move development practice

• from “expert advice” 

• to “tested solutions”

By focusing on building 
governments’ capacities to:

• understand the problem

• ask the most important 
questions

• to collect data and 
monitor implementation

• operationalize results 
and put into action

DIME’s driving idea 



Our paradigm is not access to data but 
creation of improved capacity
for generation and use of data



DIME model 
for adoption of 
data-and 
evidence-
informed 
policy



DIME: a global research program

224 long-term collaboration with government agencies across 62 countries

2014-2020: USD200M research program shaping delivery of 
USD20B in development finance



Global leader in adaptive 
development research

• {DATA} Innovate in measurement & 
build data capabilities to understand 
the problem we are trying to solve

• {AI} Analyze data & find 
opportunities for targeting and 
prioritizing public resources and 
efforts

• {IE} Conduct randomized 
experiments to improve outcomes 
and evaluate interventions to 
document success & justify scale up



Administrative data at DIME
• Evaluating impact is a good 

organizing principle for 
constituting high-quality 
data sets

• Administrative data typically 
designed to monitor 
processes, which restrict use 
for policy analysis

• DIME combines an 
evaluative and capacity-
building approach to access 
existing administrative data, 
integrate it with other 
existing or new data, to 
create high value-added 
analysis-ready datasets



Increased use of 
administrative 
data at DIME



Case 1. Piloting New 
Administrative Data Systems: 

Patient Safety in Kenya

Guadalupe Bedoya (World Bank) 

Jishnu Das (Georgetown U.)



Kenya Patient 
Safety Impact 

Evaluation

• No systematic data available on compliance 
with patient safety standards in health facilities

• DIME researchers piloted a high-stakes health 
inspection system in partnership with the 
Ministry of Health

• Trial demonstrated that inspections regime with 
clear rules, monitoring, and enforcement is 
effective at improving patient safety in public 
and private health facilities 

• Proof of concept of the value of supporting 
governments in developing data systems to 
evaluate sector-wide reforms



Case 2. Digitizing Administrative 
Data: Kenya Road Safety

Guadalupe Bedoya, Arianna Legovini, Rob 
Marty, Sveta Milusheva (World Bank) 

Sarah Williams (MIT)



Nairobi: Mapping police crash data

• Scanned all police reports of 
crashes from all 15 wards in 
Nairobi (over 10,000 reports)

• Digitized reports, including 
crash characteristics and 
location of crash

• About 9,000 unique crashes 
geo-identified from 2011 to 
2018

Injury severity
Date

Time

Location

Direction of travel

Vehicle type
Number of vehicles and 

Injuries

Cause code of crash used 
by police

Hospital taken to

Link to Dashboard

https://smarttrans.shinyapps.io/crashmap/




AI INNOVATIONS



Case 3. Leveraging Country 
Investments in Administrative 

Data: Rwanda Program

Florence Kondylis et al. (World Bank) 



In Rwanda we use a 
country-based 

approach to evaluate 
large rural road 

upgrading program on 
market functioning 

and household 
welfare

Using existing administrative data 
combined with high frequency 
market price data in an event design



Data integration increases scope of analysis



Case 4. Leveraging 
Investments in Administrative 

Data Systems: DE JURE

Daniel Chen et al. (World Bank) 



DE JURE



DE JURE: Senegal



DE JURE



DE JURE: Actionable Analytics (Kenya)



DE JURE: Actionable Analytics (Kenya)

TAKEAWAY

Providing 
actionable 

information 
improves 
efficiency



DIME Analytics: institutional 
solution for high-quality 

data and research



Capacity Building

Reproducible 
Research

Open-source 
Research Tools

High Quality Data 
Acquisition

Conceptualize 
improved 
workflows

Develop new tools 
and processes

Institutionalize 
practices through 

training and 
support

Identify 
inefficiencies 
during project 

support

A systematic, iterative process to expand 

technical capacity across the research cycle
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Computational 
Reproducibility • DIME Analytics tests 

computational 
reproducibility for all DIME 
publications

• Check that all outputs 
replicate exactly from the 
code provided, before 
publication 

• Provide detailed feedback on 
code organization, and 
technical support with data 
and code publication
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Significant revisions Minor changes No changes

DIME Computational Reproducibility Checks

2018 2019



ietoolkit

Tools for data management and 
analysis

iefieldkit

Tools for primary data collection and 
processing

Stata visual library

Reproducible Stata code for graphs 
and maps

R econ visual library

Reproducible R code for impact 
evaluation data visualization

Development Research in 

Practice

The DIME Analytics Data Handbook

DIME Wiki

One-stop shop for impact evaluation 
resources

Public goods for high-quality research

https://github.com/worldbank/ietoolkit
https://github.com/worldbank/iefieldkit
https://github.com/worldbank/stata-visual-library
https://github.com/worldbank/r-econ-visual-library
https://worldbank.github.io/dime-data-handbook/
https://dimewiki.worldbank.org/


DIME Wiki: global usership, growing rapidly

Global Userbase Most Active Cities (outside D.C.)



Learn more (links)

• DIME brochure

• DIME Annual Report

• DIME Website

• Development Impact Blog | 

• DIME Wiki

http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/313601536691978592/DIME-Brochure-WEB-2018.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/115431539372511163/DIME-AR-web-FINAL.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/dime
http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/
http://dimewiki.worldbank.org/
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/313601536691978592/DIME-Brochure-WEB-2018.pdf
http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/942491550779087507/Science-for-Impact-Better-Evidence-for-Better-Decisions-The-Dime-Experience
http://www.worldbank.org/en/research/dime/

